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I'M 
GONNA 
GET FIVE 
WARRIORS 
TOGETHER! 
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TWO DAYS AGO. 
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WELL, OKAY! 
HOW ABOUT 
AFTER NINE? 


WAS 
THAT YER 
GIRRRL- 
FRIEND? 


A 


YOU WERE 


EAVES- BuT you 


JUST SAID 
"“SENPAI.” 


MEAN, 


SENSEI? I'M / 
PRACTICING! / 


KIRINO, 
COULD YOu 





WE'VE GOT 
TO SHOOT 
FOR THE 
STARS FOR 


THERE'S NO 
USE TRYING 


ALL THE 
THIRD-YEARS 
ARE BUSY 
STUDYING 


HUNGRY TO | 


BE JUMPING | 





NOT EVEN 
A LITTLE... 
LITERALLY, 








MORE 
EXCITED 
ABOUT MY 
PAYCHECK 


THAN ABOUT 


ANY NEW 
MEMBERS. 


BUT THIS 
WAS THE 
DAY WHEN 
EVERYTHING 
CHANGED, 
AND I WAS 
REBORN. 





















70 BE 
HONEST, 
I HAD 
ENOUGH 
TROUBLE 
HANDLING 
MY OWN 
PROBLEMS 
WITHOUT 
GETTING 
INVOLVED 
WITH MY 
STUDENTS". 





ISN'T IT 
HARD TRYING 
TO WORK TWO 

SCHOOLS AT 
ONCE, SENPAI? 


I CAN PULL 
IT OFF! 


YOU'VE ALWAYS 
BEEN A GREAT 
PROVIDER, SENPAI. 
YOU WERE BORN 
TO STAND ON THE 
SHOULDERS OF 
OTHER MEN! 
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JT] your’ wave 
J | 10 wait For 
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‘ TETAANAH 


TIME OUT! 
TIME OUT, 
KOJIRO- 
SENSEI! 






REMEMBER 
WHAT YOU 

SAID? WE'RE 
SHOOTIN’ 
FOR THE 

STARS! THE 
NATIONAL 

CHAMPIONSHIP! _\ 


AND WE AREN'T 

GONNA GET ANY 
NEW MEMBERS 
UNLESS OUR 
CAPTAIN'S AN 
ACE! THAT'S 


WE'D LIKE ene 


US, WE'RE 
INTERESTED 
IN THE CLUB. 


TO APPLY 
TO JOIN. 


WE DON'T 
NEED BOYS, 
i 


NOT GOING 
OVERBOARD! 
I'M JUST 
GETTING 
SERIOUS! 














WE'RE FACING 
A GIRLS’ TEAM! 
WHY WOULD 
I WANT MALE 
MEMBERS!? 








BAT 


THAT'S ONE 
YEAR...AND AN 
ENTIRE YEAR'S 


WORTH OF FooD | 


MONEY...HEH- 
HEH-HEH... 


WE COULD 
REALLY USE 
THEM RIGHT 
ABOUT NOW. 


HEH-HEH- 
HEH... I'LL 
USE EVERY 
DIRTY TRICK 


50... 
KIRINO, DO 
YOU HAVE 

ANY IDEAS? 
KNOW ANY 
KIDS FROM 

MIDDLE 
SCHOOL 
WHO DID 
KENDO? 


WE'LL LOOK 
AROLIND FOR 
SOMEONE 
CARRYING 
WHAT LOOKS 
SORT OF LIKE 
A SHINAI... 





WELL, 
WE'LL START 
WITH PEOPLE 
FROM YOUR 

MIDDLE 

SCHOOL. 


MAN, I CAN'T 
TELL YOU HOW 


YOU'RE DOING ALL 
THIS FOR ME, 
SENSEI! 


THE VICE 
PRINCIPAL 
SLIPPED ‘fa ess 


AND FELL 
FROM THE 
THIRD 
FLOOR!! 


| ON THE 
LOOSE!! 






































IT RACED 
LIKE THE TIME 
I FELL IN LOVE 

AT FIRST SIGHT 
WITH THE G/RL 


FROM THE 
| NexT class 
1 OVER IN MIDDLE 


I FORGOT 
ABOUT THE 
SUSHI. ALL 

I COULD 

THINK ABOUT 

WAS WHAT 
I'D JUST 










MY WOMEN'S 
KENDO TEAM 
VERSUS YOURS, 

















wl lh 
GIVE YOU A FULL 
YEAR'S WORTH 
OF MEALS 
FROM MY DAD'S 
RESTAURANT, ON 
THE HOUSE. 


IF YOUR 
TEAM WINS... 
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I'M NOT 
INTERESTED, 





'M NOT 


Baul vou D 
JUST JOIN : < 


THE DAMN 
TEAM, 
GIRL!! 


NOISE? 


_8 
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LABEL: DOG GUIDEBOOK 





SPX: KAN (CLANG) KAN 


ALL THAT 
VENTING 
MADE ME 
HUNGRY. 


HEADIN’ 
Our, 
KOJIRO? 
PERFECT 
TIMING. 


7 ACTUALLY, 
“WHAT. WT WANTED 
eoleon | Seema 
SOME- 
SOME- }\ SOMETHING 
? OF MINE 


BRRR! 
COLD 
ONE 


TONIGHT. 


AW, 
SHUCKS. 
YOU COULD 
DO THAT 
ANYTIME. 


NAH, I'M 
ONLY HERE 
TO RETURN 
YOUR VIDEO. 





LABEL: CUP RAMEN: SALT FLAVOR 





LETTERS: 


BILL / BILL / KOJIRO ISHIDA / 


NOTICE OF DEFAULT 


STOP 
I'M 


IF I DON'T 
SEIZE MY LIFE 

SUSHI, 
GONNA STARVE 

TO DEATH! 


OF NON 














UHHH, AND 
Lay YOU CAN TURN 

b oper im IN ALL THOSE 
STARVING. WORKSHEETS 


NEXT TIME. 


OH, HEY. 
HAS ANYONE 
HERE NOT 
DECIDED ON 
A CLUB 
YET? 


IT SEEMS 
LIKE HE 
WOULD RUN 








TITAAAH 


~ 
~ 


SEIYA! 
SEIYA! 


GET UP! 
HOW CAN 
YOU EXPECT 
TO BE ON 
THE TEAM 
WITH THAT 


) LACK OF 
DISCIPLINE!? 





DON'T SEEK 
PERSONAL 
IMPROVEMENT, 
GET OUTTA 
My FACE! 
RRRRAAGH! 





IMPERILEDL 


=) HOPEFUL 
I RECRUITS! 


ABOUT THE 

Guys, BUT I 

REALLY NEED 
SAYA... 


BESIDES, 
LOOK WHAT 
YOU DID 
ALREADY... 





\| FIRST-YEARS, 

\ RIGHT? SURE, 

FEEL FREE TO 
WATCH! 


uth 





SFX: 192A (GRID 112A 1A |RA 





THINKING 
ABOUT 
MYSELF... 


SUSHI... 
SUSHI'S 
GOT THIS 
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I'LL WASH 
THE DISHES 

















What are “ 
you talkin’ 


| 
| 


ws 


You got 
that all 
wrong! 
































HI, I'M 
NAKATA! 
I VISITED 








NO SWEAT! 
IT'S LIKE YOUR 
PADDLE TURNS 
INTO A SHINAI! 
THEY'RE BOTH 
MADE OF WOOD, 

RIGHT? 


YOU DON'T 

KNOW HOW 

YOU'LL FEEL 
ABOUT IT 

UNTIL YOU 





NO, IT'S 
OKAY... 
I'D 
RATHER 
MAKE A 
PING- 
PONG 
CLUB 
ALL BY 
MYSELF... 





PROBABLY INVITE MY 
HASN'T GIRLFRIEND 


JOINED A TO JOIN. 
CLUB YET. 
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HOLD A 
SHINAI! 











SIGN: ULTRA-SEEKING lt MU ¢ 
GET IN HERE! 





NEW 
MEMBERS 
DO MUSCLE 
TRAINING UNTIL 
SUMMER! AND 
YOU DON'T GET 
TO USE A SHINAI 
UNTIL AFTER 
TRAINING! 


GOOD POINT, 
WHICH IS 
WHY I'LL BE 
HELPING YOU 
TWO UNTIL 
WE GET A 
HEALTHIER 
STOCK OF 


NEW KIDS! 


I 
Nf 


A 


BUT BOE, 
VE sy 


My 


FURTHER- 
MORE, WHEN 
PRACTICE IS 
OVER, FIRST- 
YEARS HAVE 











NO FAIR! 
HOW COME 
YUJI GETS 








YOU'RE ON 

THE TEAM! 

I KNEW I 

WAS RIGHT 
K) TO RECRUIT 
] you! 


HUH? OH, 
WHATEVER! 
HAVE FUN! 








KAWAZOE, 
CLASS 


THE 
DAUGHTER 
OF THE 


DIGGING 
UP DIRT...? 
YIKES! THIS 


MATTER OF 
FACT, I WAS 
LATE TODAY 
BECAUSE I 


UP DIRT ON 
HER! 





HELP ME, 


IS LIKE A 
’ HOUSEHOLD 
CHORE SHE 
HAS TO 
COMPLETE 


=< 


WHEN WE 
PICKED PE. \ | 
SUBJECTS, | 
SHE NEVER | 
cHose =| 


IN FACT, 
I'VE NEVER 





VADDDDDIS 


IN FACT, 
IF I DON'T 
HAVE 
HER, EV- 
ERYTHING 


WHAT'S THE 
PROBLEM? 
CAN YOU 


THEY'RE 
PRETTY OLD, 
YOU KNOW! 
YOU'LL HAVE 
TO WAIT FOR 
US TO ORDER 
NEW ONES. 


THEY 
PROBABLY 
HAVE MOLD 
GROWING 


“\ ON THEM! 


WOW... 
YOU'RE 
REALLY 
SERIOUS 
ABOUT 


THESE 
GUARDS 
ALL STINK! 





ope 


+ we 





ARMOR: CHIBA 


COMMON FACTS OF KENDO 


* ITEMS LYING AROUND THE ROOM 
WILL BE SMELLY; BE CAREFUL. 
* JABBING PEOPLE NOT WEARING GUARDS /S 
DANGEROUS AND CAN CAUSE DEATH; BE CAREFUL. 


THAT'S A 
BOLD WAGER! 
HE MUST 
HAVE TOTAL 
CONFIDENCE 
THAT HE'S 
GONNA WIN! 


Boy, I CAN'T 
WAIT TO SEE 
HIS FACE WHEN 
WE CLOBBER 


J ISN'T THAT 


AWESOME!? 
COULD IT 
GET ANY 
BETTER!? 














YEAH! JUST 
‘\ BEAT MY 
SENPAI'S 
STUDENTS, 


THAT'S 
WHY I NEED 
TAMAKI 
KAWAZOE! 
SHE'S WORTH 
A WHOLE YEAR 
OF THE SUSHI 





HE'S LIKE THE © 
MODEL FOR 
EVERYTHING 
WRONG WITH 
ADULTHOOD, 


WITH HIS OWN 
MATTERS, 
NOT WITH HIS 


NAKATA! 
MY WALLET 
DEPENDS 
ON you! 


SENPAI!| 





























sq) HA-HA, 
[ffx wasn't THE BET. 


THAT 
DRUNK! 





























SOME i. 
YEAH, \ 
REMEMBER [IIE ee 
| | 





























a D'M 
GONNA 


x= 
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4 
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THERE'S 
NO USE 
YOU AND ME 
FIGHTING FOR 
IT, SO WE'LL 
LET OUR 
PUPILS DO 
THE WORK... 
























































are sushi 
for you, 

the trophy 
for me! 


EXACTLY... 
THAT 
eT Me 
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I DION'T \;Gie 
HAVE ANY 


= IM 
\ea = All-YOU- — Sup- 
OF\TIME S  CAN-EAT — POSED 
i SUSHI! F TO ASK 
: HER TO 

JOIN 

THE 








IN HIGH 
SCHOOL 
NOW. 
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oe SM 
| INVINCIBLE. 
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WANNA 
PUT THAT 
TROPHY 


DEAL ABOUT 
IT BEING 


YOU DESERVE 
IT, SENDAI! 
THIS BELONGS 





IF I'D 
KNOWN HE 
WAS GOING 

TO GET 
THAT WAY, 

I'D HAVE 
JUST GIVEN 
HIM THE 
TROPHY... 


y 


y 








YOU DON'T WIN 
WITH LUCK IN WASN'T 
KENDO, A WEAK A MATCH 
BETWEEN 


MAN DOESN'T 
BEAT A STRONG BEGINNERS... 
MAN BY CHANCE. ij f, 
/ i \ 











WHAT THAT 
MEANT, 
SENPAI... 








LABEL: MONTHLY 


IN FACT, 
IT'S ONLY HERE 
BECAUSE IT : 
GOT LUMPED IN DISPLAYED 
WITH A BUNCH é ij ON MY 
OF OTHER \ SHELF, 


JUNK WHEN | ne SENPAI. 
I MOVED es y 
Out... 





“p ie a 


ys i N 


—— HE'S 
~ GONNA BE 
REALLY 
 PISSEDIF 
LOSE THIS —. HEFINDS 


BET! Q g %, ie ' 



































BUT 
PROBABLY 
CLOSER TOA 
“GIRL-FRIEND” 


THAN A 
“GIRLFRIEND.” 





SHE MIGHT 
NOT EVEN 
TECHNICALLY 
BE HUMAN... 
SHE COULD BE 
SOME SORT 
OF IMAGINARY 
CONCEPTUAL 
GIRLFRIEND THAT 

EXISTS ONLY 
INSIDE HIS 
HEAD... 


ERRR, I'M 
INCLINED 
TO THINK 
SHE'S 
JUST A 
NORMAL 
GIRL. 


NO WAY. 


I KNOW 
GUYS LIKE 


PRETTY 
BoyY 
PRETTY ARE YOU 


Guys 
coupLes SERIOUS? 
TOTALLY 

SUCK! 


NEEDS 

: TOTAL 100 
BuANoe eral oo, 
BETWEEN : nore! 
THE TWO!! 


IT WOULD 
HE'S WAY ees 
MORE INTO REALLY HELP 


POINT 
= WITH BRIDGING . 
THIS THAN = THE WORLD'S iS 4 itr 
THE CLASS e GROWING aIBL A 70- 
ATTRACTIVENESS L PONT 

GAP, DON’T 


WITH A 
90. GIRL! 
POINT 


YOU THINK!? 


« -HE'LL 
PROBABLY 
BRING INA 
GIRL LIKE 



































THAT'S THE 
COMMUNICA- 
Jj TIONS ROOM. 
COME WITH, 
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\ Quit 
SLACKIN’ 
OFF AND 


4 COME TO 
PRACTICE! 





































IN FACT, I'VE TOHER, 
NEVER HEARD KENDO IS aa 
HER MENTION } 
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IT'S YOUR 
FAULT FOR 
SHOP- 
LIFTING! 


bg A 


INTO A BIG 
FIGHT WITH 
SOME OLDER 
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THINK YOU 
DOING!? 
DON'T SWING 
THAT THING 
AROLND!! 








VAMA-AINID 


: iI t \ TO 
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HANOLE ON 
HER NOW!! 














Wy 
HEH-HEH- 
HEH! JUST 
WAIT ‘TIL T 
NG OL! 








orga Mx yy 


cS | 
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] SPEAKING 


OF YOUR 
BOYFRIEND, 
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~~ [A 


Gy, S\- 
Hy 
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OH, RIGHT! 
I'M KIRINO 
CHIBA! I'M THE 
CAPTAIN OF THE 
KENDO TEAM. 
PICKED OUT 
A CLUB? 
THINKING 


SERVE THE 
CLUB TO SEE 











( \ REZ | 


NX 
\e 


SG 


AND START 
HARASSING 








WHY IS HE 
PUSHING YOU 
AROUND IF | 
YOU'RE THE |, | 
CAPTAIN? AN\\. | 























I'D LIKE 
TO JOIN 
TEMPORARILY, 
JUST FOR 
A BIT. 
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THE WORST 
Is HOW 
HE INTEN- 
TIONALLY 
AIMS FOR 
THE WEAK 
SPOT JUST 
OFF THE 
GAUNTLET, 
SO HE CAN 
WATCH THE 
OPPONENT 
QUIRM IN 











DON'T 
LISTEN 

TO WHAT 

—] THAT IDIOT 
































































I'M STRIKING SHE'S DEFINITELY 
ones oor GOT EXPERIENCE. 
IN 


BUT I CAN'T 
HIT HER. 


BETTER PLT / H 
THE SMACK || 
DOWN HARD... 















BEE 
SIGN: FACULTY ROOM 

















GRACE OF 4 IT'S PERFECT!! 
GOD, I /) TM A GENIUS! 
WILL HAVE MAYBE I SHOULD 

i CACHING GIG 
KAWAZOE!! TEACHIN 
ares AND BECOME A 
BWA-HA WRITER! 
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GOOD AT THIS 
TUE! 


(WHACK) 


HE'S ONE 
SADISTIC 





























































































































CHAPTER 7 
TOYAMA ANID HIS PRIDE 








KENDO IS... 


SIGN: SIMPLE, HONEST, STRONG, UPRIGHT 








ITIS THE iil ih 
LEARNINGOF = 
THE WARRIOR'S | 

MINDSET THROUGH 
THE WAYS OF THE 
SWORD THAT IS 
MOST CRUCIAL 


UNLIKE THE 
BATTLES THAT 
WARRIORS 
| FOUGHT WITH 
REAL KATANAS, IT 
| 18 CONDUCTED IN 
MODERN TIMES AS 
A TOOL OF SELF- 
| _BETTERMENT, 
© PRIMARILY AS A 


OF ALL, 


+A MEANS 















































Ay 











CKSHH...2 








YOUR 
USUAL RULE- 
/GNORING, 
OVERPOWER- 
ING STRATEGY 
/SN'T EVEN 





WORKING ON 
THIS KID. 





OM 


YOU DON'T 
)\ EXACTLY PLAY 
' KENDO WITH 
PRIDE, SO 
YOU MIGHT 
NOT THINK 
MUCH OF 
LOSING... 





YOU JUST 
GOT SMACKED 
AROUND BY A 

GIRL—A GIRL 
FAR TINIER 
AND YOUNGER 
THAN YOu. 











J _ne's 
——y PRESSING 
4 WITH FULL 
FORCE 

NOW. 





















HE ISN'T d \ TOYA- 
CONNECT- MA'’S 
Z PUTTING 
HIMSELF 
RIGHT 
WHERE 


SHE 
WANTS 















IF HE 
WON'T 
ADM/T 

DEFEAT AND 

WON'T LAND 

A SINGLE 
HIT, THIS 
WILL NEVER 
END. 


THIS IS 
GETTING 
RIDICULOUS. 















REALLY GONNA 








SECOND THIS 








DRAGS ON, KEEP THIS UP 
THE MORE UNTIL SOMEONE 
PITIFUL YOU RUNS OUT OF 
STRENGTH AND 
CAN'T MOVE 
ANYMORE, 


TOYAMA!? 








L 
MEAN, 
IT FITS 
THEM 
TOA 


AND THEY'RE “T.” 
DOING THIS 
BECAUSE... 
LET'S SAY 
SOMEONE IN 
THE CLUB 
GAVE THEM | 
A REASON TO 
BE ANGRY. 








"THE KENDO 


THE TWO DELIN- 
QUENTS. NONE 
AMONG THEM 
CAN WITHSTAND 
THEIR OVER- 
POWERING 

STRENGTH." 


WILL LET 
NO BAD 
DEED GO 
UNPUN- 
ISHED!! 


AND THEN 
COMES THE 
APPEARANCE 

OF OUR 

HERO!! TA- 








I'M NOT 
STRONG 
ENOUGH 
70 STOP 
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We have to 
stop Death 
Armor from 
taking over 
the world!! 
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gonna take 
you down 
and save 


the world!!<< 























CHAPTER: 
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HELL NO. 
WITH TOYA- 
MA THIS 
FURIOUS, 
THERE'S 
NO WAY I 
CAN STOP 
THINGS AS 
THEY ARE 
NOW. HE'D 
GO NUTS 
ON ME AF- 
TERWARD... 


dV; 





! / 2O% FRUIT JUICE 




















/ \\ I'LL FINISH 
WAT M HER WITH THE 
\ ) NEXT ONE. 





SOL'LL SHE 
PUSH AND CAN'T 
PUSH AND PULL 

PUSH BACK, 
UNTIL SHE'S BECAUSE 
HER 
HAKAMA 
/S TOO 


IF NONE 
OF MY 
HITS ARE 
GOING TO 
AFFECT 
HIM... 





= AGAINST 








peti 
| a % 
> ay risrs 60 
= DANGEROUS...? 

<< 


cual 






























































ha-ha! 
Did you 
think you 
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We’re just 
hoping 
to bring 
smiles 

back to the 
faces of 

humanity!! 






































Atomic 
Fire 
Blade 
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WV 
























prease!l ar! CAN YOU 
WAIT A 


LITTLE 
S BIT, 

I DON'T > 
inte SENPAI? 
ENOUGH |// > 

MEM- 

BERS 

ET... 


YEAH. 
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HEY, HOW 
HARD CAN 
IT BE TO 
FIND ONE 


MORE 
PERSON!!? 











THERE'S 
NOTHING LIKE 
AN ENTHUSI- 


TEACHER TO 


SHAKE 
THINGS UP! 


YOU JUST 
KEEP PULL- 
ING THEM IN 
THE RIGHT 
DIRECTION, 
AND EVERY- 
THING WILL 
WORK OUT! 





I DON'T THINK 


I CAN TELL 
HER WHY I'M 
REALLY DOING 
THIS... 








... PLUS, : 
THEY'RE REAL- fi 
LY OBNOX/OUS DAN-KUN! /{\ fe! 


TO HAVE HANG- wise 
ING AROLIND. Rae, 


GET HER 
THROUGH q 
BASIC TRAINING [yi 








T STILL 














YEAH, 

SENSEI 
STILL HAS 
HIS PRIDE BS 


MEAN, 
WHUPPING 














IT’S 
BEEN SO 
LONG 
SINCE I 
REALLY 
SWLNG A 
SHINAI... 












WHEN WAS 
THE LAST 
7IME...? 





at Sei —— 
‘SIGN: B MART / FRESHLY-BAKED BREAD SALE 





JUST BECAUSE 
THERE ARE TWO 
OF US ON SHIFT! 


WHUP ANY 


HEY, I DID 
KENDO! 
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BENTO 
if iW acme 


: 





ae 
se 
: 
bd 
Ne 
=~ 
we 
=~ 
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TA-DAAA! 
MY BENTO || 
/S STUFFED | 


FOR THOSE |\> 
STRENUOUS 
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(on 
on 

ah 
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I GUESS 
WE STILL 
HAVE ONE 
MORE 
MEMBER, 
DON'T 


TOGETHER 
EVER SINCE 


BE PATIENT 
WITH HER! 
TIME SOLVES 


WHAT KENDO CLUB 
“ie LIKE LAST 
meet YEAR? 
RE- 

CORDS? 





NOTHIN’ DOIN’ IN INDIVIDUAL 
FOR THE MEETS, 


SOMETIMES 
GIRLS SINCE ONE OF THE 


BOYS WOULD 
GET TO THE 
SEMIFINALS 









I REALLY 
LIKE 
THAT HE'S 
GOTTEN 
INTERESTED 






MY BEST 
SCORE WOULD 
BE... MAYBE 
THE EIGHTH 
BEST IN THE 
PREFECTURE?, 


IF 
YOU'RE NOT 


AWESOME, I 
MUST BE NO 
BETTER THAN 
A SEA SLUG. 

















YOU'D 
WIN THE 
NATIONAL 
CHAMP- 
/ONSHIP! 


WHAT'S UP, 
FOLKS? 
DAYTIME 

PRACTICE? 








MY FOLKS 

. HAVE ALSO 

AREA. YOUR L SENT MORE 
FAVORITE! \) PICKLED 


I'M GOING 
TO MAKE 
SANDWICHES 








A LITTLE EARLY 
FOR OUR BEGIN- 
NING MEMBERS 
TO BE WEARING 
THEM... 
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SALTINESS 
FOLIND HIDING 
IN THE MIDST 
OF GRACEFUL = 
= 


= 


\ 














HE WAS SO 
INTO IT, HE 
KNOCKED OUT 
SEVERAL 


TEAM 
MEMBERS. 





AND WHO eth 
WERE THE WAS THE 
MEMBERS HAPPIEST 
MAD AT SMILE I'VE 
AFTERWARD? EVER SEEN 
NOT HIM! NO! INMY / 
IT WAS ME!! 
WHAT'S THAT 


; OH, 

PLUS, ITLL || 5, Casey 
BE GOOD 

ror your || 1 WISH T 
cius To | | WAS Busy! 


I'VE GOT 
ae TRaneo || tae 
TIME IN THE 
STRONG A WORLD! 
TEACHER i 
AS POS- : 
SIBLE! 


IF YOu 
WANT 
RESULTS, 
YOU SHOULD 
USE ME 
AS AN IN- 
STRUCT— 


BUT I 
STILL STOP 
BY THE 
DOJO ONCE 
A WEEK! 
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‘ Pama 
oD 
Sp 


WN 



























































THE EX- 
EIGA AND PERIENCED 
MIYA-MIYA, 


YY 


So 7 
FIs 
ate, 


hy 


a 
it wth 





THAT'S 
WHY You 
HAVE TO 
PICK UP 
EACH ONE 
TO GETA 


POTENTIAL, 
SABUHACHI 


THEY'RE 
ALL AROUND 
THE SAME 
LENGTH, BUT 
THE WEIGHT 
A CAN VARY 

CONSIDER- 


A 
Nal 





oe 
zi 
zzt 





I SUPPOSE 
THE GIRLS 
MIGHT WANT 
TO MAKE 
SURE THEY 


THESE AREN'T 
REALLY TOO 
DIFFERENT 
FROM SET 
TO SET, BUT 
TRY THEM 
ON ANYWAY! 


WHEEE! 
HOW DO 


I LOOK, 
MIYA-MIYA? 





PERSONALLY, 
I PREFER WHEN 
THE RICE CAKE 


BUT AT-THIS POINT, 
NOONE COULD. HAVE — 
FORESEEN THE 
TRAGEDY THAT AWAITED 
WHEN THE/R GOODS 
WERE DELIVERED THE 
FOLLOWING WEEK... 
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TRANSLATION NOTES 


Page 12 

No-shows: As in America, Japanese schools have a variety of extracurricular clubs in different 
fields: sports, hobbies, crafts, etc. Depending on the school, it might even be mandatory that every 
student has joined a club, in which case you might have no-shows, or yurei (“ghost”) members, who 
register for a club and then never show up to any after-school activities. 


Page 15 
Yakitori: Grilled chicken skewers. Very popular! 


Page 23 
Shinai: The name for the bamboo swords which are used in kendo. 


Samurai movie: A common cliché of samurai-era period stories is the “trial by fire” to test a 
potential ally’s ability as a warrior, usually by conducting a surprise attack to see if they respond 
adequately — if they can’t handle it, they’re probably not fit to fight alongside you! 


Page 35 

Leftover Bread Man: In Japanese, the students are calling him Zanpanman, meaning “Leftover 
Bread Man.” This is a pun on the iconic children’s manga/anime character, Anpanman (Sweet Bean 
Bread Man). One of the trademarks of the Anpanman series is a wide variety of bread-based charac- 
ters following the same naming schematic, thus making it easy to invent nicknames such as this one. 


Page 49 

Comedy in Japan: Japanese people like to laugh just like everyone else, but their comedy comes 
in its own style. Rather than stand-up comedians who tell jokes and stories all by themselves, the 
most popular comedy format in Japan is the manzai duo, with a straight man (tsukkom:) and an off- 
the-wall man (boke). The boke role invokes goofy humor and the tsukkomi exists simply to point out 
the boke’s mistakes, usually with a good slap on the head or the chest. If you've seen or read an 
anime/manga with a slapstick element, where one character is usually animatedly screaming at the 
others to shape up, you’re witnessing the manzai dynamic at work. In this particular scene, you can 
hear the guys on TV delivering typical, non-descript tsukkomi interjections. 


Page 76 

Shoryuki: The name of this kendo meet (which exists only in the world of Bamboo Blade) is 
a take-off on a real high school tournament that takes place in Fukuoka Prefecture called the 
Gyokuryuki High School Kendo Meet. 


Page 119 
Hakama: A long traditional skirt that is worn in many forms of Japanese martial arts including 
kendo, judo, and aikido. 


Page 159 
Shiso: The Japanese term for the perilla herb. Used in a variety of dishes for flavor, and has — as 
the story explains — anti-inflammatory properties that helps combat allergies. 


Page 200 

Bento: A traditional Japanese boxed lunch, which usually contains a portion of rice and several 
sides. There are many places to buy these in the morning for office workers short on time, but 
naturally, the best kinds are homemade! 


Page 209 
Koshihikari: The most common variety of rice grown in Japan. The “private” sack is a special 
kind given to rice farmers for holding rice they intend to keep themselves, rather than sell. 


Page 217 

Shaku/Sun: Archaic units of measurement. A shaku is roughly one foot (30.3 cm, precisely), while 
a sun is one-tenth of a shaku. They are only used in modern times to describe the length of swords 
and other traditional weapons. “Sabuhachi” comes from a combination of the numbers three (san) 
and eight (hacht). 
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AME EAS CMASUEXUCTU ASR RCH AR SIAN QUAE TI Ch, 


ABOUT THIS MANGA — 
- MASAHIRO TOTSUKA 





BAMBOO BLADE |S THE FIRST MANGA WHICH I HAVE BEEN Mt 
IN CHARGE OF AS A WRITER RATHER THAN AS AN ARTIST. 
MY JOB |S TO CREATE THE FOLINDATION OF THE MANGA IN BN? 
THE FORM OF WHAT THE JAPANESE CALL A "NAME." THE FR 
"NAME" IS JUST A QUICK, SKETCHED-OUT STORYBOARD |f{ 
SHOWING THE PANEL STRUCTURE, PERSPECTIVES AND 
FACIAL EXPRESSIONS IN THE SIMPLEST WAY POSSIBLE. Rt 
SOMETIMES I DESIGN THE CHARACTERS, AND SOMETIMES | ¥% 
I DON'T. I'VE HAD IGARASHI-SENSE| CREATE SOME OF |Ahy 
THEM FOR ME. WHY AM I JUST THE WRITER AND NOT THE 
ARTIST TOO? WELL, TO BE HONEST, IT’S JUST TOO MLICH ry 
WORK FOR ME TO HANDLE. SORRY! HOWEVER, I THINK W 
IT'S CLEARLY FOR THE BEST THAT IGARASHI-SENSE! IS iN 
PROVIDING THE ART. OUT OF ALL THE STORY IDEAS I'VE MSS 


BEEN SAVING UP, THIS IS CLEARLY MOST SUITED FoR IY 
SOMEONE WHO CAN DRAW GIRLS NICELY! ie 
t 
ay 


SELSAAC RG WERE WME ARLE 


| PORN NS GFR CIALP CUTE AL 


Ki AT ANY RATE, I DIDN’T HAVE A LOT OF EXTRA WIGGLE 
( y ROOM IN MY SCHEDULE, SO I FIGURED THIS WOULDN'T 
j. BE MUCH LIKE MY OTHER SERIES, MATERIAL PUZZLE, 
Ry WHICH HAD A TON OF DIFFERENT EXPANDING ELEMENTS 
\ IN THE STORY. 
{ I NEVER MAKE NOTEBOOKS TO FILL WITH IDEAS; 
‘ I PREFER TO JUST LET THINGS FLOAT AROUND 
| INSIDE MY HEAD. I DIDN'T WANT TO GET THINGS TOO 
1h} COMPLICATED, SO I DECIDED JUST TO MAKE MY 
Mi] CHARACTERS AND LET THEM LIVE AND EVOLVE WITHIN 
RY! THEIR NORMAL, EVERYDAY LIVES. IT MAKES THINGS 
A LOT SIMPLER! 


= 
one 


MY ORIGINAL INTENTION 
WAS TO MAKE A NICE, 
CONCISE STORY THAT I 
1 COULD END QUICKLY. 
1 THERE WAS MAYBE 3 TO 
Wy 6S VOLUMES’ WORTH OF 
\f MATERIAL ORIGINALLY, 


BUT SINCE THE STORY 
By KIND OF TOOK OFF, I 
THINK IT WILL LAST LON- 
GER. I'LL CONTINUE AS 
LONG AS I CAN, GIVEN MY 
Wy HEALTH, SO I HOPE YOU'LL 
ig SHARE YOUR TIME WITH 
WY ME. THANKS, EVERYONE. 





nd 
th y v4 BY Ay Pati, Yah aa mar, f oy 
NT RE NRPS. ARNO Pare Wa TD AO 


I'M AGURI 
('M LOVING MY IGARASHI, THE =| GREETINGS! 
JOR HERE SINCE | ARTIST OF THIS 
WAS ENOUGH OF A MANGA. AS A 
FAN OF TOTSUKA- SIDE NOTE, THE 
SENSEI'S MANGA ONLY ASSISTANT | 
STORIES! THAT | HAD IT ON HAVE IS MY OWN 
MY SHELF BEFORE DAD, WHO'S A 
THIS STORY EVEN TOTAL AMATEUR 
GOT STARTED! AT THIS STUFF. 


’ AN 
OKAY, 

THEN, WHY OMAKE? 
DON'T WE 

SHOW OFF 

TAMAKI'S 

ORIGINAL 

DESIGN! 





TOTSUKA-SENSEI'S ORIGINAL —~ 4 
TAMAKI DESIGN B = 


SHE'S LIKE 
A DIFFERENT 
PERSON ENTIRELY! 
DON’T YOU REMEM- 
BER? | LOOKED AT 
TOTSUKA-SENSEI'S 
CHARACTER CHART 
AND SOMEHOW 
GOT MY HEAD 
TURNED AROUND 
180 DEGREES 
AND THOUGHT HE 
WANTED TAMAKI 
TO BE A TALL, 
GLAMOROUS, 
BABE! IF YOU SAW 
HER NOW, you'd A\ 
BE LIKE, “WHO'S 





[rac 0 


HMM, 
MAYBE THIS 
COULD USE 
SOME MORE 
FEMININITY? 


‘PPMZ-PEP C4 AMPS OZ—Aamp 


YY, 
BY Mo \\ | 
(Sy gona Siem 









Sar THIS IS 


STORY - TOTSUKA- GENERALLY 







SENSE/ HOW WE 
ART - /GARASH/ DO THINGS. 
HELP - DAD HOPE YOU 






LIKE IT! 





{ 











ee a 


SORRY FOR EXPOSING THIS DIRTY 
LAUNDRY, TOTSUKA-SENSEL 






VISIT AGURI IGARASHI ON THE WEB (JAPANESE ONLY) “ANTIHEROINE NEWS" HTTP://ANTIHEROINE,COOL.NE.JP/ 
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